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The Society board has decided, for the safety of all members, to extend the use of virtual
meetings and webinars through June 2021. The Board will continue to evaluate the situation
and make adjustments as necessary to this policy decision. Please check our calendar for April
to see the upcoming meetings that we will be holding virtually.

April 17, 2021 – 10am
“Bounty Land: It’s Complicated”
Webinar Presented by: Annette Burke Lyttle
Bounty land was offered as compensation for soldiers who fought in the
Revolution, War of 1812, and Mexican War, but veterans of these wars
didn’t simply take up residence on their land grants. Some did, but many
people who weren’t veterans ended up with these lands. Learn about the
laws, all the people who got involved, and where to find the records.
About the speaker: Annette Burke Lyttle owns Heritage Detective, LLC, providing
professional genealogical services in research, education, and writing. She speaks on a variety
of genealogical topics at the national, state, and local levels and loves helping people uncover
and share their family stories. She was a faculty member for "Exploring Quaker Records in
America" at the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh in June 2020 and course
coordinator for "From Sea to Shining Sea: Researching Our Ancestors' Migrations in America"
for the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy in January 2021. Annette is a member of the board
of directors of the Association of Professional Genealogists and editor of The Florida
Genealogist.
We will be offering our speaker’s presentation by webinar.
A link to register for the webinar will be emailed to all SOCCGS members.
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President’s Message
By Harry Hansen
April Showers bring May flowers, or so the saying goes.
Welcome to April. Here we are starting the 2nd Quarter of the year already.
Easter is almost upon us.
Things are starting to look up. COVID vaccines are being made available
to more and more people. Orange County moved into the Red tier in
March and may soon move into the Orange tier.
We will be virtual through at least June this year. Then we will need to see if facilities will become
available after that. Everyone is being cautious, so please bear with us (the Board) as we work to
keep everyone safe and at the same time, bring back in-person meetings when we can.
The Members Section of the website has some new additions, see the article in this newsletter for
more information. Let us know what you like/dislike, and if you are having any issues
(webmaster@soccgs.org).
The Mini-Class is back. If you missed the one in March, it was great. It was recorded, so you can
view the meeting if you were not able to attend. If you would like to present a mini-class, be sure to
reach out to Melissa Cottrell (extraclasses@soccgs.org).
I would like to welcome Christianne Rottenberg to the position of Historian.
Until next month, stay safe and search for those ancestors.
March Meeting
~Marilyn Sato
If you didn’t get the opportunity to attend Lisa Alzo’s webinar on the 20th of March, I highly
recommend you view it. She was phenomenal and provided so much information, I personally have
four pages of notes. One of our members made the comment that she wished she had relatives to
explore in Eastern Europe, and I agree. Lisa provided steps you can take to help your research:
1. Talk to your family
2. Plant your family tree online
3. Map it out
4. Document your work
5. Utilize FamilySearch
6. Watch Video’s listed on Ancestry, Family Search and
others offering videos to help your research,
7. Try a new database or search technique
8. Share your brick wall
9. Attend a conference, workshop or webinar
10. Hire a pro.
Lisa took us through her own challenges and provided us with resources that will help get past those
tough relatives. Lisa recommended the Family Search Wiki for online records. She walked us
through her discussion with her mother extracting information. She was able to find out a little
about her parents and grandparents. After her parents passed, she was grateful her mother hung
onto everything as she struck gold with the find of her mother’s baptismal, showing her
grandparents’ names. She found her grandmother’s passport and immigration papers and was well
on her way to discovering even more about her parents and both sets of grandparents. Using the
information she obtained from her mother and the documents she found, her journey took her to
many different websites, libraries and the start of her blog “The Accidental Genealogist”. Lisa was
Page 2

March Meeting (con’t)
able to travel to Slovakia and stay in the house where her paternal grandfather lived. Through her
blog, she was contacted by a cousin in London, who was able to fill in more missing pieces of her
family tree. Lisa had so many fun stories that really get you energized, determined to make a find,
getting that next document. She provided us with so many resources and ways to dig until we make
that find, big or small. I absolutely enjoyed her entire talk from beginning to end and encourage
you to take advantage of the recording we have available of Lisa’s talk. We can only keep her
recording for a few short weeks, so don’t wait too long to “Jumpstart Your Genealogy”.
Membership
~Lynn Souers
Greetings members! Our membership is at 298.
Welcome to our newest members:
Kathy Sheldon, San Juan Capistrano
Liz and Peter Paterson, Mission Viejo
Welcome Back: Mandy Dunkle and Sandy Fate
We have had 38 renewals and I want to thank you for mailing those in so promptly. An extra thank
you for checking that the date on your check is correct and that you have completed the membership
renewal form, especially if any of your contact information has changed. One last thank you for the
nice notes that have accompanied your renewals and for the kind words in our phone calls. This is
such a friendly group and it is a pleasure to serve as your Membership Chair.
Here is a quote for you to enjoy: "Families are like branches on a tree. We grow in different
directions yet our roots remain as one." Anonymous.
Mini-Class
~Melissa Cottrell
Our first mini class of the year, Books, Books, Books was well
attended. Lynn Souers enjoyed reading “The Pioneers” by David
McCullough about the settlers in the Northwest Territory.
Melissa suggested several books: “The Dead Horse Investigation:
Forensic Photo Analysis for Everyone” by Colleen Fitzpatrick;
“The Time Traveler’s Guide to Elizabethan England” by Ian
Mortimer; and “She Has Her Mother’s Laugh” by Carl Zimmer. Part 2 of Books, Books, Books will
be our April 17th mini class with David Flint and Arlene O’Donnell presenting. Join this
session and learn about other books for your reading enjoyment and useful genealogy books for your
research. If you have a topic you would like to present, don’t be shy, contact Melissa Cottrell at
extraclasses@soccgs.org.
Beginning Genealogy
Our Beginning Genealogy classes for 2021 have all been so popular that even increasing the capacity,
they fill up quickly. A single, 2-hour class, is scheduled for the 3rd Thursday each month.
Registration is now open for these classes that meet from 5:30 – 7:30 PM. If you are new to
genealogy or know someone who is, please welcome them the opportunity to experience this class.
Registration is now open through our SOCCGS website under “Events”. Handouts are provided for
this “virtual” class! This is not a computer class, nor does it require any specific knowledge of
genealogy. Now, in the comfort of your home, learn why genealogy is such fun and (warning) may
be addicting! Enroll via www.soccgs.org. Next class April 15th, 5:30 pm.
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Volunteers Still Needed
Looking for a way to serve our Society and work with our friendly Board members? The following
positions are open and waiting for just the right person...you!
Christianne Rottenberg has volunteered to be the SOCCGS Historian. At the March 11, 2021
Board meeting she was approved for the position. Thank you Christianne!
Seminar Chair - Responsibilities include planning the annual seminar, lining up the speaker,
advertising, hosting the day, and coordinating volunteers. (Our speaker has been retained for
the October 2021 seminar. The rest will be easy)
Hospitality Chair - Responsibilities include signing up volunteers to bring refreshments to
general meetings, hosting and serving refreshments, and cleaning up duties. (This position will
become active once we begin to meet in person again. It would also be a perfect job for
two people.) Please volunteer and work with a great bunch of people.
Contact Harry Hansen: president@soccgs.org
Historian Flashback
~Christianne Rottenberg
Did you know that our association is 27 years old this March when the original by-laws passed? The
first meeting in January of 1994 started out at an Arby's with an expected 25 people and 52 showed
up! Mary Ellen Lytle was the founding president and the location moved from Arby's to Sizzlers to
the Norman P. Murray Center for meetings. By July, the first newsletter was published by Pat Weeks
with Mel Kinee as public relations on the Executive Board. Pat McCoy won a contest for naming the
newsletter Saddleback Valley Trails in September and by October, Ed Gill won the logo contest that
we see on some of the literature and canvas bags. Membership cost $20 per year.
From Our Members
Barbara Taylor - Some years ago, many of us indexed the Saddleback Valley News at the Mission
Viejo library. Our index of Births, Marriages and Deaths is on the SOCCGS website
at https://soccgs.org/saddleback-valley-news-vital-record-indexes-1969-1989/
I was searching recently and see that the Mission Viejo library has posted the actual images of the
Saddleback Valley News newspapers on their website:
https://cityofmissionviejo.org/departments/library/saddleback-valley-newspapers
Judy Davin – The Los Angeles Public Library’s recent Genealogy Garage presentation on Irish
Genealogy lasts about an hour and is free. It is basically a beginner’s guide to Irish research, and at
the very beginning of the YouTube video the librarian explains how to use the LA Public Library’s
ebook collection. It will only be available to view for a couple of weeks.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxZIPPBGl7I
Also, in May the LAPL Genealogy Garage presentation will be on Scottish Prisoners of War (16501651). The speaker will be Erika Hahn, who is very knowledgeable about Colonial America. More
information will be available in early May. LAPL website https://www.lapl.org/
Kathie Mauzey – Elevenses with Lisa (Louise Cooke) airs each Thursday. Episode #49 “Google
Images for Family History” aired March 25. In this video, Lisa showed how to find images and
photographs that may apply to your family history and how you can use Google Images to possibly
help identify images and photos in your family scrapbooks. Using Lisa’s search string “first name *
last name” family (add a state or county) I found pictures of my great grandparents (some I already
had) and some clues for other relatives. You can filter to include only black and white pictures which
will give you older results. To watch Episode 49:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO9Acq6fPKU and https://lisalouisecooke.com/elevenses/
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In Memoriam: Bob Sellards
By David Flint
We received news recently that our member, Bob Sellards, passed away in February. Bob was a
resident of Laguna Woods Village (LWV), where he served for many years as the President of the
LWV PC Club. He was very active in his home community, as well as being a SOCCGS member. Bob
served as a friendly liaison between our society and LWV residents.
Bob invited me, along with Francie Kennedy and other SOCCGS members, to be guest speakers for
his Genealogy Roundtable, which he established as an informal group for LWV residents interested
in learning about family history research. Bob was interested in genealogy himself, and he wanted
to share his interest with others at LWV. Bob was also responsible for encouraging several LWV
residents to become SOCCGS members, and we enjoyed that mutual association.
We understand that the Learning Center at Laguna Woods Village, where Bob’s PC Club held its
meetings, will be renamed in his honor at a dedication ceremony after the pandemic restrictions are
relaxed. That is a fitting tribute to the longstanding contribution and service Bob gave to his
community.
After hearing the presentation at our January meeting about the Spanish Flu pandemic in 1918, Bob
was motivated to write an article for our newsletter. Bob’s uncle Eugene Sellards was inducted in
the U.S. Army in September 1918 and died of “pneumonia” in November that same year. Bob’s
article appears on page 3 of the February 2021 issue.
We send our sincere condolences to Bob’s wife, Ronnie, and his family.
Below are a few photos of Bob with some of his fellow genealogists at our December 2019 holiday
luncheon.

New Additions to the Members Section of the Website

1) We have added the recording for the March Meeting and Webinar featuring Lisa Alzo. You will find
the recording in the Members Section / Webinar Recordings. The handout is available in the
Members Section / Webinar Handouts.
2) We have updated the recording of Arlene O’Donnell’s Beginning Genealogy Class. It now has closed
captioning. The recording is found in the Members Section / Webinar Recordings.
3) We have added a new section called Mini-Class Recordings and Handouts. Our March Mini-Class
“Books, Books, Books!” is now available for viewing. In addition, the book list of those books
mentioned in the Mini-Class is available for download.

Genealogy Tip of the Day http://genealogytipoftheday.com
Abstracts, Extracts, and Transcriptions posted 18 Mar 2021
Abstracts pick and choose key elements of a document, without transcribing anything word for
word. Extracts pick out short sections of a document, transcribing those sections verbatim.
Transcriptions of a document include the entire document copied verbatim. Abstracts, extracts, and
transcriptions serve different purposes. Make certain you know which one you are using.
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Mission Viejo Library
With the County’s move back to a less-restrictive tier, the Mission Viejo Library is gearing up to
reopen to the public by appointment on Tuesday, April 6.
In person reservations are good for an hour, and a single reservation can include
a family unit. With an appointment, you can obtain library cards, pick up holds,
browse the collection, check out new materials, get reference help and retrieve
remote printing. Appointments will be available from noon to 5pm Tuesday
through Saturday. Curbside service will continue to be available as well. Other
services – including use of study rooms, public computers as well as seating – will
be phased in later in accordance with State COVID-19 guidelines. Masks and social distancing will
be required while in the library. If you need an accommodation, contact 949-380-7100, ext. 5105
before your appointment time. For more information, e-mail: libreference@cityofmissionviejo.org
Meet the Members
Barbara Heebner – Former Hospitality Chair for many years
Where did you grow up?
I was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. We lived in the city until I was around
12, then moved to a small town in the suburbs. We remained there through my
high school years.
College /Work Background
My father tried to get me to go to college after graduating high school, but instead,
I took a job at a finance company and worked there for a year. After that, I was in the usual 1950
mentality and I opted to get married. My husband was in the Marine Corps. We spent a couple of
months in New Bern, North Carolina and during this time my husband received orders to the Marine
Base in Kaneohe, Hawaii. It was a three-year tour. This happened at the same time Hawaii became
our 49th state and before it became the tourist attraction that it is today. Our first two children were
born in Honolulu.
We returned to the mainland at the end of the tour, which happened to be in January. We drove
cross country to Pennsylvania with two little ones in the worst weather I could ever remember. I
had forgotten what winter could be like and was happy when we finally made it home.
After returning to the East Coast, we spent six months in Jacksonville, Florida, while my husband
went to school. We were then sent to Beaufort, South Carolina. We spent a couple of years there,
had our third child and then my husband received orders to Vietnam. The kids and I returned home
and lived with my parents in Pennsylvania during his time in Vietnam.
When he returned home we were sent back to Beaufort for a couple more years before my husband
received orders for a second tour in Vietnam. I returned to Pennsylvania again. After the second
tour ended, we received orders to MCAS El Toro, California. I didn’t want to go. Being an East
Coast girl for most of my life, this sounded like another world. Anyway, we drove cross country to
California and it all worked out. We bought our first house, got the kids settled in school and I went
to work. My first job was at a small electronics company where I did “kitting.” Kitting is filling orders
by preassembling individual items into ready-to-ship kits instead of picking and packing those
individual items as orders are received. When the company started losing money, I was laid off and
went to work for Orange County Social Services Agency.
I started as a Clerk-Typist, and eventually became a Clerical Supervisor. I also started taking college
classes in word processing and computer programming. I remained in that job during the time that
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Social Services was putting in their first agency-wide computer system. It was an exciting time
watching the changeover.
When the County went into bankruptcy several years later there were a lot of changes, including
layoffs and early retirements. At that time, I was moved to the Financial Division and worked on
preparing the Agency budget. I remained there until I retired in 2001.
What got you started in Genealogy?
I got started in Genealogy when one of my Aunts died. She passed on a document that followed my
Father’s family in France back to the 1700’s. There was little information other than names and
birthdates. That document opened the Genealogy door for me. I still have it and from time to time
try to do a little research with the information I have. My daughter Sharon works with me. When
we were in Salt Lake City, she spoke with someone who speaks French. She translated a letter for us
in French to send to the Genealogy Society in France, trying to get some information. As of today,
we have not received a response, even after doing a follow up request.
I can’t remember when I joined SOCCGS but it has been a good experience. For several years, Sharon
and I have been working on the Hospitality Committee and enjoyed it. It gave us a chance to meet
many members and share information with them.
I have not been spending as much time on research as I would like and I have boxes of information
that I wish was better organized.
What is your best research tip?
I don’t have any good genealogy tips to share, I get all my tips from other members, monthly
speakers and seminars.
What is my most famous/infamous relative?
Our most famous relative is a signer of the Declaration of Independence. He was from Delaware and
he is on our family tree. Not sure if we’ve verified as well as we need to. His name is Caesar Rodney.
I don’t know much about him, and I am not exactly sure where he fits in our line. One of those
things we need to research a little better.
SIG Meetings on Zoom
Sue Naegeli – Genealogy Research SIG had 20 participants at
the Mar 5th meeting. We get together and talk about genealogy,
discoveries, brick walls, etc. Join us for our next meeting on April
2nd at 10am. Contact: genealogyresearchsig@soccgs.org
Christianne Rottenberg -Writing Family History Stories
Donna Rathman led the group on March 10th. Linda Kidde read
her story about her “Dime Store Chick” (see Page 9). We welcome
any new members to join in at any time. Contact Christianne
Rottenberg at writingstories@soccgs.org for a Zoom invite to the
next meeting on April 14th at 10:00am-12:00pm.
Gary Schwarz - German SIG – At the Mar 17 meeting with 5 participants we discussed why
people hold back info; Societies in Germany for possible German research sources; personal
genealogy programs to help record your German Research and preserve it; link digitized documents
to all the people which they apply. Next meeting April 21st at 10am. Contact Gary at
germansig@soccgs.org
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David Flint - England SIG – At our England SIG meeting in March
we finished a three-part review of The National Archives (of the UK)
with 31 members attending. We covered more discussion of searching
the archives with the online catalog (which they call “Discovery”)
using military records as examples of how to drill down in the various
levels of the archived records. At the April meeting, we will move to
exploring how to use a dedicated website for birth, marriage and
death certificates. Feel free to join our next England SIG meeting on
April 12 at 10 AM. Contact David Flint at englandsig@soccgs.org
Donna Rathman - Legacy Users Group - As the new leader of this SIG, on March 18th we
discussed what Legacy features the group would like to explore. The media section of Legacy will
be one topic to explore, among others. If you would like to join our zoom meeting on April 15,
contact legacy@soccgs.org.
Gayle Meldau – Ireland Scotland SIG – 18 people joined
us for the March online meeting of the Ireland/Scotland
SIG. We had a roundtable discussion where we talked about
the RootsTech 2021 presentations we had seen and shared
research tips. RootsTech presentations will be available to
view for free for the next year, and there are many wonderful
sessions about Irish and Scottish research. In particular those
by Maurice Gleeson are highly recommended. RootsTech
at https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/rtc2021/
Our next meeting of the Ireland/Scotland SIG will be on
Friday, April 16th, at 10am. Email irelandscotlandsig@soccgs.org to join us!"
Jay Culliney - DNA SIG Advanced Group Meeting held Monday, March 15th with 15
attendees. We covered several different topics. There was some discussion of family tree charting programs.
There is a free version of an advanced charting program for Windows called Charting Companion. GEDCOM
files can be uploaded to various places which offer to produce free or paid family tree charts. Barbara
Taylor mentioned a new format for displaying matches on Ancestry (apparently not yet fully rolled out).
George Bull drew attention to a free “24-Hour Genealogical Webinar Marathon” April 8-9 (see
www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com/24), registration now open. Arlene recommended uploading DNA test
results to MyHeritage if you are seeking more international exposure. It was mentioned that Family Tree
Maker might not be providing any further software updates (I could not confirm).
Next meeting April 19th at 10am. Contact Jay at dnasig@soccgs.org

Jay Culliney - DNA SIG held on March 26th with 23
participants. The meeting began with a discussion of the recent all-day

seminar on a number of DNA topics by Blaine Bettinger. It was held on
March 20th and sponsored by the Bergen County (NJ) Genealogical
Society. At least six of our members attended. The seminar consisted of
four 1-hour lectures covering all different forms of DNA and their applications, and a special discussion on
DNAPainter (where you color code segments of your DNA according to which ancestors you received them
from). Sparked by a question from Nettie Nielsen, we also talked about what and where resources are
available for Native American research. Barbara Taylor made an extensive presentation on efficient ways
to take genealogical notes: her own method and the “SCREEN” Method(s) of Alison Wilde. Barbara’s whole
presentation is now available in the DNA SIG Dropbox.
Next meeting April 23rd at 10am. Contact Jay at dnasig@soccgs.org.
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Dime Store Chick
By Linda Olson Kidde
The Great Five Cent Store opened in 1879 by a man driven to succeed. Frank Winfield Woolworth
expanded his inventory in 1881, selling items for a nickel or a dime. The F.W. Woolworth Company
prospered and spread its variety store enterprise throughout America and abroad.
Whether in a large city or rural town, Main Street was the usual spot for Woolworth stores.
Customers strolled the sidewalks of their local Main Street USA, looking for everyday goods at
bargain prices. Woolworth’s, everyone discovered, was the place to go.
And so it was…back in the day of the five-and-dime. Change came to Main Street in the 1970s and
‘80s. Shoppers found themselves heading away from downtown. Large discount chains and malls
became the attraction. Business for Woolworth’s slowed down.
The flourish of the dime store era was ending. Across America, one by one, Woolworth stores closed.
The last door shut in 1997.
But wait. Let’s skip back a bit to the 1950s, when the five-and-ten was an enticing place to go,
especially for a young shopper with a dime to spend and a need to satisfy
A well-stocked Woolworth store, offering surprises galore, stood on 300 North Main Street in
Mitchell, South Dakota.
The season was spring. Easter was fast approaching. That meant straw baskets filled with colorful
jelly beans and chocolate bunnies, all nestled in a pile of artificial fluff. What could be better than a
basket of sweets? Little did I know, my most memorable Easter treat was waiting for me inside the
five-and-ten.
I lived in a small town 75 miles west of Mitchell. Driving there was an excursion. Shopping there
was an adventure…especially in the dime store.
The year was 1957. I was seven years old. Hurrying through Woolworth’s glass door, my parents
behind me, I indeed found an unforgettable surprise.
Nonstop, noisy peeps led me to a table filled to the brim with tiny chicks. Side enclosures around
the table’s edge protected them from scattering away. The fuzzy balls of energy climbed and
scrambled all over one another with nowhere to go.
I didn’t have a pet. Wouldn’t it be fun to bring a chick home just in time for Easter? Amazingly, my
parents agreed. Out of many, I chose one to join our family.
Thank you, F.W. Woolworth, for touching upon the lives of a little chick and a little girl.
My chick was always noisy, so I named it Chirpy. The tiny
bird was confined to our kitchen next to the stove, until its
growth and independent attitude made me realize that
Chirpy needed space outside.
I also realized Chirpy was a boy. His soft fluff turned into long
white feathers. On top of his head, a large red comb formed
and a wattle grew under his beak. Chirpy began to crow, like
the grand rooster he was becoming.
I was proud of my pet. Maybe it was my young age, but there
I was loving…yes…a chicken.
The neighbors didn’t care if Chirpy was rather territorial. No one complained…that is, no one except
Mrs.Triggs.
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A wire fence separated our yards, but that didn’t stop Chirpy and Mrs.Triggs from irritating each
other. Whenever she walked out to her trash can on her side of the fence, Chirpy waddled up,
flapping his wings to welcome her…or maybe to chase her away. She ran. However, the disgruntled
neighbor wouldn’t let a chicken get the best of her.
Mrs.Triggs demanded Chirpy find another home, far from hers. I was heartbroken.
That’s when Mabel, a kind lady, came to the rescue. She offered to share her farm with Chirpy. I
knew it was best. No one would complain about him. He could crow and flap his wings whenever he
wanted. Besides, Mable gave him a big barn to call his own. In fact, according to Mabel, Chirpy
became the favorite guy among all the barnyard hens.
Almost four decades of Easters later, the Woolworth five-and ten in Mitchell closed in 1994.
You can be assured…never again did I buy a dime store chick.
Sources:
Lebhar, Godfrey M. Chain Stores in America, 1859-1962. New York: Chain Store Publishing Corp.,
3rd edition 1963.
www.cityofmitchell.org Historic District Walking Tour, Page 4 and 13.
www.mitchellrepublic.com Article by: Jauhola, Anna. March 21, 2014.
www.saturdayeveningpost.com Article by Nilsson, Jeff. February 18, 2011.
www.sddigitalarchives Woolworth building.
www.watertown-ny.gov FW Woolworth.
www.woolworthsmuseum.co.uk. Category-People-FW Woolworth.
Who Have You Heard from Lately?
~Arlene O’Donnell
It’s been a while since I asked that question of our members. In my message box the other day, I
received a response that began:
Hi Arlene. Sorry I’m a few years late to reply! I don’t have a family tree posted, but I can say that
my grandmother was my link to the Forbes and Jarvis…
I had written to him in mid-2018 and now he was providing just the clue I needed to close a gap in
my tree! We ponder why it takes someone so long to respond or never respond at all. I have some
new thoughts on this which may enlighten some of you who are disheartened by the lack of
responses to messages. Perhaps we are unaware that there are settings for privacy that can be
changed at will. Email addresses change as does the cycle of life. Recently, two (2) of my DNA
matches passed away. How did I learn this? Through social media!
We certainly have had more time during the past year to send messages and reach out to others.
Let’s try a different tactic or style. A positive tone and an offer to assist them with their research just
might make a new friend! We are all caught up in our own family tree, but what about all those
cousins out there? They all need our help. This experience can serve to enrich our own research.
How about reaching out to another member of SOCCGS and do a Zoom session with them? Maybe
brainstorm together? Consider sharing some of the newly learned knowledge from all those
webinars we have attended during this Pandemic.
I have reached out to several other researchers across the pond who appear related to John Smith,
at least by marriage. Meanwhile, I’ve sent them some tidbits of information that just might whet
their appetite. Can’t wait to report back on what I learn. Stay tuned…
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2nd Annual 24-Hour Genealogy Webinar Marathon
April 8-9, 2021
We're excited to announce The 2nd Annual 24-Hour Genealogy Webinar Marathon hosted
by FamilyTreeWebinars.com and MyHeritage. The marathon will begin on Thursday, April 8 at
5pm eastern U.S. time (Friday, April 9 at 7am Sydney time) and end on Friday, April 9 at 7pm
eastern U.S. time (Saturday, April 10 at 9am Sydney time).
Visit www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com/24 to register (free!)
You will learn how to trace your ancestors from the world's top genealogists and educators. From
creating your own YouTube channel to DNA, from Cherokee ancestry to Canada and England,
there's something for everyone... in every time zone. And thanks to FamilyTreeWebinars.com and
MyHeritage, the entire event is free! Pop in for a session or two, or stick around for the full 24
hours — it's completely up to you. (We couldn't resist - there are actually 26 hours of classes!) There
will even be time for Q&A and door prizes.

North San Diego County 2021 Spring Seminar Webinar
Pajama Genealogy, or How I Spent My Pandemic
Saturday, April 10, 2021, 9am to 2:30pm
Case Studies by North San Diego County Genealogical Society Members. Register online at
register.nsdcgs.org – There is no registration fee. See flyer on Page 16

Family History Library
3 Seminar Days April and May
April and May are busy months. The Family History Library will be holding 3 seminar days
The first seminar is St. George’s Seminar, 23 April 2021, on English family history research. These
classes will be 20 minutes in length with a 10 minute question and answer session.
The second seminar will be in honor of DNA Day, 26 April 2021. This seminar will have 6 classes
helping you learn how to use your DNA results for family history research.
The third seminar will be on 1 May 2021. This is the quarterly Nordic Research day. There will be 5
classes taught on Nordic research.
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/img_auth.php/f/fc/FHL_04_2021__Class_Calendar.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/img_auth.php/0/01/May_FHL_Webinars.pdf

National Genealogical Society 2021 Family History Conference
May 19-20, 2021
NGS 2021 Live! and NGS 2021 On-Demand! offer you the opportunity to develop exceptional
genealogy skills with a highly comprehensive set of sessions from NGS’s expert conference
speakers. Download the Family History Conference Program for a list of sessions.
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org
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Jamboree 2021
Two Online Virtual Conferences
Jamboree’s 51st Virtual Conference has over 60 webinars and is excited to offer a full conference
track tailored for researching the British Isles and Ireland Genealogy (flyer on pg 17).
June 4-5 – 8th Conference Genetic Genealogy 2021 – The Genes in Your Family
June 11-12 – 51st Conference Jamboree 2021 – The Stars in Your Family
June 7-10 – Mid Week Special Events – Show Specials, Product Q & A, etc.
For information: genealogyjamboree.com
International German Genealogy Conference
July 17-14-2021
Registration for the International German Genealogy Conference is now open! The theme is
“Researching Together Worldwide / weltweit gemeinsham forschen”
Registration can be
completed at the following link https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021.
From Illinois State Genealogical Society Mar/Apr 2021 Newsletter
Q. How can land records help me find my ancestor?
A. Land records are often overlooked by the beginning genealogist. This is unfortunate because they
may contain clues to family relationships. Often, a deed will contain language specifying a
relationship. For example, “I deed to my son for love and affection.” Even better is “to my daughter,
wife of so and so.” After a landowner’s death the land is often divided and sold by his heirs, also
indicating family relationships.
Unlike birth and death records which have only been kept in Illinois since the 1870s, land records
were kept from the date of formation of a County. Land records are kept with the County Clerk or
County Recorder in the County Courthouse. Many have been digitized and can be found online on
sites such as https:// www.familysearch.org. It is important to know whether that County was
formed from another County because there may also be land records at the parent County. The
Newberry
Library
has
an
interactive
map
showing
County
boundaries
at
https://newberry.org/atlas-historical-county-boundaries.
In addition to searching for the actual deed records, it is often helpful to look at maps of our
ancestors’ land. These maps help show the so- called FAN club - that is, the friends, associates and
neighbors who may have interacted with our family and potentially be related. A map may also give
clues as to the geographic terrain that may have affected where our ancestors did business or
worshipped. You may find that a town in a neighboring County was closer than their own County
seat. A good online source of maps is at the Library of Congress – www.loc.gov/maps.
If you are not an ISGS member but would like to receive the ISGS Newsletter in your email inbox,
click this link – http://eepurl.com/iil3Y to sign-up on our email list.
Genealogy Tip of the Day http://genealogytipoftheday.com
O is for...Did that "O" at the front of your ancestor's name get dropped and O'Neill became
Neill? Or did Malley become O'Malley?
Genealogy Search Tip of the Day http://searchtip.genealogytipoftheday.com
Kansas State Census Records
This web page on the Kansas State Historical Society website contains information about Kansas state
census records–some of which are online
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April Free Webinars

Legacy
Apr 2 – 11am – In Their Own Words: Genealogy in the Slave Narratives – Renate Yarborough
Sanders
Apr 6 – 7pm – Four More Sources for New Zealand Family History – Fiona Brooker
Apr 7 – 11am – DNA for Dog Lovers – Shellee Morehead
Apr 8 & Apr 9 – 2nd Annual 24-Hour Genealogy Webinar Marathon.
Visit www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com/24 to register
Apr 13 – 11am – The New and Improved Legacy Family Tree Webinars Website – Geoff
Rasmussen
Apr 14 – 5pm – Jewish Genealogy with JewishGen.org – Deborah J. Kroopkin
Apr 16 – 11am – An African Canadian Family History Mystery – Mags Gaulden
Apr 20 – 5pm – Turning Raw Information into Evidence: Tips for Drawing and Explaining
Conclusions – J. H (Jay) Fonkert
Apr 21 – 11am – 3 Ways to Advance Your Research with Correlation – Shannon Green
Apr 27 – 11am – Recent Updates to My Heritage’s Historical Record Search Engine – Dana
Drutman
Apr 28 – 11am – 94% European and 6% Nigerian – Tracing My Missing Nigerian Ancestor –
Yetunde Moronke Abiola
May 4 – 7pm – Comparing Australian Content on the Giant Genealogy Websites – Sunny
Morton
May 5 – 11am – Solving a Brick Wall with DNA – A Case Study – Larry W. Thomas
Register at www.familytreewebinars.com If you miss the live Legacy webinar, recordings are in the
archives and free to watch for the first 7 days after the broadcast.
Also check the Legacy catalog for FREE webinars to be viewed any time.
Southern California Genealogical Society:
Apr 3 – 10am – Suddenly Scotland: An Introduction to Scottish Research – Sara Cochran
Apr 21 – 6pm – Monshine and Stills: Finding Archived Records for Your Moonshiner Ancestor –
Melissa Barker
May 1 – 10am – WikiTree: The Free Family Tree – Sarah Callis
Register at www.scgsgenealogy.com
New England Historic Genealogical Society
Apr 6 – 1pm – Boston’s Jewish Family Businesses: The Colonial Era to the Present – Michael
Feldberg
Apr 8 – 12pm – What’s New at AmericanAncestors.org?
Apr 8 – 3pm – Author Event – Stellene Volandes – Jewels that Made History: 100 Stones, Myths,
and Legends
Apr 13 – 3pm – Author Event – Tobey Peark – Terror to the Wicked: America’s First Trial by
Jury that Ended a War and Helped to Form a Nation
Apr 16 – 1pm – Tartan Tales: Stories from Historic Scottish Houses – Curt DiCamillo
Apr 22 – 12pm - Out to Sea: Researching Mariner Ancestors in New England – Susan Donnelly
Apr 27 – 3pm – Author Event – Blake Bailey – Philip Roth: The Biography
Apr 29 – 3pm – Author Event – Quiara Alegria Hudes – My Broken Language: A Memoir
Register at americanancestors.org/education/online-classes
The Family History Library in Salt Lake City has free ONLINE classes. April 23rd is English
Research Day. To view the Family History Library Class Calendar for April and register for the
webinars offered by FamilySearch go to:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/img_auth.php/f/fc/FHL_04_2021_-_Class_Calendar.pdf
All classes listed are given in Mountain Time.
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Future Genealogy Events
See the Calendar at SOCCGS.org for a list of Special Interest Group meetings and
contact information. Also, under Events see conference keper.org for a list of other
genealogy events online.
April– Los Angeles FamilySearch Library/Online Class Registration & Schedule
Monthly Calendar Class Schedule and Registration
Apr 3, 2020 – OCCGS virtual meeting – Judy G. Russell – 10:10am “Death by Undue Means”
– Coroner’s Records; 11:20am Shootout at the Rhododendron Lodge: Reconstructing LifeChanging Events. occgs.com
April 10, 2021– British Institute - Scotland Overview – Bruce Durie
https://mailchi.mp/9c6930bed04a/2020-21-winter-webinar-series-confirmed3152550?e=7210dcb5ec.
Apr 10, 2021 – Spring Seminar Webinar. Pajama Genealogy, or, How I spent my
Pandemic, Case Studies by NSDCGS Members. nsdcgs.org Flyer on page 16
Apr 10, 2021 – 1pm - SHHAR virtual meeting – Divided Loyalties: The Indigenous Peoples
Who Occupy the US-Mexico Borderlands - John P. Schmal
shhar.org/events
Apr 10, 2021 – 10am – 12:15 – San Diego Gen Soc. virtual meeting – Shannon Christmas
1) The Proof is in Evidence: Use DNA to Research Colonial American Ancestors 2) Let the Circle Be
Unbroken: Reconnect African American Families with DNA casdgs.org
Apr 15, 2021 – 5:30-7:30pm – Evening Beginning Genealogy – Arlene O’Donnell
https://soccgs.org/event/beginning-genealogy-class-evening-virtual-5/?instance_id=4100
Apr 17, 2021 – 1pm – WAGS virtual meeting – Christine Cohen – Where There’s A Will or
Not. If not a WAGS member, send an email to program@wagswhittier.org and an invitation will
be sent to you.
Apr 21, 2021 – 7pm – GSNOCC Meeting – Lisa Louise Cooke – Reconstruct Your Ancestors’
World with Google. For information: gsnocc.org
Apr 25, 2021 – 10am – OCJGS Virtual Meeting – Ellen Kowitt – Strategies for Ukraine
Research 2021 You must register in advance for meeting: ocjgs.org
Apr 27, 2021 – 9:30am - NSDCGS Virtual Meeting – Digital Ohio: Researching Buckeye
Gems – Carla Cegielski nsdcgs.org
May 19-20, 2021 – National Genealogy Society 2021 Virtual Family History
Conference featuring NGS Live & On-Demand Lectures conference.ngsgenealogy.org
June 2021 – Jamboree 2021 – Two Online Virtual Conferences – Registration opens
For information: genealogyjamboree.com
July 17-24, 2021 – International German Genealogy Partnership– Virtual event.
http://bit.ly/IGGCflyer
Jul 24, 2021 – GSNOCC Virtual Seminar – Featuring Luana Darby – topics TBD
gsnocc.org
Aug 2-4, 2021 – 41st IAGJS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy,
Philadelphia, PA. www.iajgs2021.org
Oct 16, 2021 – SOCCGS Seminar – Featuring The Legal Genealogist, Judy G. Russell.
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2021 Programs
April 17 – Annette Burke Little – Records Bounty Land: It’s Complicated
May 15 – Toni Perrone – Research Your German Ancestors: Rhineland Pfalz – State of Roots and Vines
June 19 – Curt Witcher – Effective Use of the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center
July 17 - Diahan Southard – How DNA Made a Family Out of Strangers
August 21 – Jill Morellie – Fire Insurance Maps: The Google Maps of Their Day
2021-2022 SOCCGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President – Harry Hansen
president@soccgs.org
Vice President/Program Chairman – Marilyn Sato vicepresident@soccgs.org
Recording Secretary – Metty Thomason
recordingsecretary@soccgs.org
Corresponding Secretary – Roxanne Burg
correspondingsecretary@soccgs.org
Treasurer – Frank Souers
treasurer@soccgs.org
COMMITTEES
Historian – Christianne Rottenberg
historian@soccgs.org
Hospitality - VACANT
hospitality@soccgs.org
Librarian – Bunny Smith
librarian@soccgs.org
Membership – Lynn Souers
membership@soccgs.org
Newsletter Editor – Kathie Mauzey
newsletter@soccgs.org
Parliamentarian – David Flint
parliamentarian@soccgs.org
Webmaster - Harry Hansen
webmaster@soccgs.org
Publicity – Gayle Meldau
publicity@soccgs.org
Safari Chairman – Bill Bluett
safari@soccgs.org
Seminar Chairman – VACANT
seminar@soccgs.org
Ways & Means – Donna Rathman
waysandmeans@soccgs.org
Extra Classes Coordinator – Melissa Cottrell extraclasses@soccgs.org
SOCCGS Website: www.soccgs.org
SOCCGS Research Center, located at the
Mission Viejo Library, Marguerite Parkway at La Paz, (949) 470-8498
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Membership/Renewal Application
( ) New

( ) Individual, $25.00 /1 year

( ) NEW Address or E-mail

( ) Renewal

( ) Joint Membership at same address, $30.00 / 1 year

( ) Donation $ __________________________________

Date___________________________

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________________ Phone _________________
E-mail Address _________________________________________
Make Check payable to: SOCCGS
Mail check with application to: SOCCGS, P.O. Box 4513, Mission Viejo, CA 92690-4513
I do not wish to share my personal information with other members.
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Thomas MacEntee Genealogy Cheat Sheets
https://genealogybargains.com
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More information from Emily Rickets regarding her Girl Scout Gold Award project
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