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Because of the ongoing situation with COVID-19, and the move of Orange County back into
the PURPLE category, the Society board has decided, for the safety of all members, to extend
the use of virtual meetings and webinars through June 2021. The Board will continue to
evaluate the situation and make adjustments as necessary to this policy decision. Please check
our calendar for December to see the upcoming meetings that we will be holding virtually.

December 19, 2020
“Reconstruct Your Ancestor’s World with Google”
Webinar Presented by Lisa Louise Cooke
Learn how to make a family history video with Google for the holidays! A wide variety of rich
resources are available for free through Google. But it’s not just Google search that can lead
you to genealogy gems. Google’s empire includes a great collection of free online tools that are
all powered by the same Google search engine, and many are brimming with historical
information. In this case study session, we will flesh out the story of a family tree by using a
variety of Google tools, and bring it all together in a compelling video that can be shared with
your family.
About the speaker: Lisa Louise Cooke found her passion for family history at
her grandmother’s knee at the age of 8. She is now the owner of Genealogy
Gems, a genealogy and family history multi-media company founded in 2007.
She is producer and host of the Genealogy Gems podcast, the popular online
genealogy audio show available at www.GenealogyGems.com, on your
smartphone’s native podcast app, and through the Genealogy Gems app. Her
podcast brings genealogy news, research strategies, expert interviews and
inspiration to genealogists in 75 countries around the world, and recently celebrated 3 million
downloads!
Lisa is the author of a variety of multi-media offerings including the Genealogy Gems Premium
website subscription featuring her classes on video and the Genealogy Gems Premium Podcast
(ad free), and four books: The Genealogist’s Google Toolbox, Mobile Genealogy, How to Find
Your Family History in Newspapers, and Genealogy Gems: Ultimate Research Strategies, and
the video series “Google Earth for Genealogy”.
This month we will be offering our speaker’s presentation by webinar.
A link to register for the webinar will be emailed to all SOCCGS members.
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December General Meeting
December 21, 2020, 10am – 12pm
Due to COVID-19 the SOCCGS annual Holiday Party will be replaced with a virtual Holiday
Meeting. The Business meeting will begin at 10am with the induction of officers for 2021-2022:
President – Harry Hansen
Vice President – Marilyn Sato
Treasurer – Frank Souers
Recording Secretary – Metty Thomason
Corresponding Secretary – Roxanne Burg
There will be member appreciation and stories/sharing from our members, plus information on the
food drive cash donations to Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County (see next article),
followed by our guest speaker Lisa Louise Cooke. Looking forward to seeing you on December 21st
and hearing your stories.
Annual Holiday Food Bank Donations
~ Harry Hansen
Each year, at our Society’s Holiday Luncheon, we collect and then donate Canned and NonPerishable Food Items to our local Food Bank, Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County
(https://feedoc.org).
This year, since we will be having a virtual Holiday member meeting, we are going to move the Food
Bank Donations online.
Starting on December 1st, there will be a “Food Bank Donations” button displayed on the Home
Page of our website (https://soccgs.org) where you can make a monetary donation. The Board of
our Society has agreed to match up to $250 in total donations. So, if we collect at least
$250, then we will be sending a check to the local food bank in the amount of $500 or more. Please
donate any amount that you can to help this worthy cause. Help us continue our annual tradition
of helping others.
Happy Holidays and Thank you!
From Our Members
Lynn Souers (membership) – Thought I would share a nice thank you note from an appreciative
member Karen Dill - “Will definitely be renewing! Appreciate so much all our society has done
through these hard times to keep us informed, all the groups able to meet via zoom, webinar format
for monthly meetings and the information packed newsletter!!!. Thank you so much!!!”
Joyce Van Schaack - My husband, Jim Van Schaack a WWII Veteran, was a guest speaker at the
Laguna Niguel Veterans Day Ceremony. Jim was in Japan at the end of the war, serving under
General MacArthur during the demilitarization of Japan and the War Crime Trials. Here is a link
to the video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rpbgIP60D0 (Jim’s presentation at 13 minutes in)
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Membership
~Lynn Souers
For the holidays what do you get for the family members and friends who have
everything? Why, a SOCCGS Membership, of course!!! Our fabulous newsletter alone is worth
it but think of all the other benefits! And if your relatives and friends live out of state, they could join
a SIG Zoom meeting and you'd get to actually see them!! Just print out the membership form at the
end of this newsletter and make a notation that this is a gift. We will notify your family member or
friend that this is a gift from you. And may I compliment you? You have GREAT taste in gifts! Any
questions? Contact Lynn Souers, Membership Chair, 949-768-2140 or lhsouers@googlemail.com
As of November 29th we have 309 members.
New Members:
Leslie Curran, San Clemente
Dallas Liebenow, Laguna Woods (rejoined)
Karen Nixon, Murrells Inlet, South Carolina
(rejoined)
Attendance at our General Meeting on November
21st was 38 members and 1 guest.
As always, thank you to the 48 members who
renewed their membership. We appreciate your support.
And my quote for the month is just a few comments from me:
Thank you to all of the members for your support this year, a year none of us could have
predicted! But since we're a society that is dedicated to finding out about our families, thank you to
all the "SOCCGS family" members who have worked so hard to keep our clan together! I feel so
blessed to work with the talented Board members who have continued to provide leadership,
guidance, and genealogy support throughout these crazy times. They are wonderful and dedicated
people! A very Happy Holiday season to you and your family! Create some new traditions this year
and be sure to take a picture! Cheers!
Approval of SOCCGS 2021 Budget
by David Flint
The Executive Board has approved a new operating budget for 2021. The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic has changed our normal operations, especially our meetings and classes, which
we have conducted using the Zoom videoconferencing technology. Since we don’t know at this point
what restrictions may apply to our meetings next year, the new budget is a transition budget that
assumes continuing six months of operations with Zoom meetings, and six months of normal
operations with in-person meetings and classes. Estimates for both revenue and expenses have been
adjusted in the new budget in line with those assumptions.
In accordance with recent changes in our Bylaws, the Board approved the 2021 budget at its
meeting on November 12, and the budget will be submitted to the members for approval in
December. The Society’s new fiscal year begins in January.
The approved budget is for the Society’s general operations only. Plans for our annual
seminar and the Salt Lake City research trip are uncertain at this time. However, under Board policy,
both of those activities are self-supporting, and budget approval for them, if needed, can occur later
when we know the details and funding requirements.
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You will receive a copy of the 2021 budget via email early in December, along with a notice
and information about voting to approve it. We will schedule an online vote for approval by the
members in accordance with our Bylaws. Online voting to approve the budget will be open for 48
hours, beginning at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday, December 12, and closing at midnight on Sunday,
December 13. The voting will be conducted by Election Buddy, the online voting app we have used
for other member votes. Watch for that email from Election Buddy, and please vote before the online
voting closes on December 13.
Meet the Members
Gayle Meldau – Publicity Chair
Where did you grow up?
I was born at the U.S. Naval Hospital in San Diego because my father was serving
on a submarine during the Korean War. By the time I turned six, my family had
moved to the brand new neighborhood of Rossmoor, near Seal Beach, and I grew
up in Orange County.
Your college/work background
I got my undergraduate degree at UC Irvine, back when it was a fairly new campus – half the size it
is now – with cattle still grazing on the surrounding hillsides. During, and for several years after
college I worked as a ticket seller at Disneyland. We still sold ticket books at that time: $6.95 for 11
tickets and admission, $7.95 for 15 tickets and admission, and $1.75 for general admission alone!
How many of you remember saving your “E” tickets for the best rides? It was a fun job – my favorite
ticket booth to work was out in front of the Haunted Mansion – it was such a pretty area by the river,
and I liked the costume we got to wear. During the summer, I worked the night shift and loved
watching the Electrical Parade and the fireworks every night.
I got my Masters degree in Library and Information Science at UCLA, and spent my career working
as an adult reference librarian at many of the public library systems in Orange County. I worked for
13 years at the City of Orange Public Library near the Orange Plaza, and that’s where I developed an
interest in local history. For 12 years I also worked part-time as a librarian at Saddleback College
and taught bibliographic instruction workshops. I moved to Mission Viejo in 1989 and when they
started building the Mission Viejo Library, I knew that was where I wanted to work! I was part of a
very small staff that was hired 3 weeks before the library opened in 1997, and it was exciting to be
able to make decisions about how we wanted our library to run – we were so busy when we first
opened that there were lines halfway down the building for people waiting to get a library card. It
took several years to catch up with the demand for books and services. I spent 18 years at the
Mission Viejo Library and during most of that time I was in charge of our materials budget –
ordering books and magazines, audiobooks and movies, and electronic databases – which was a
terrific job. My last four years I was the Public Services Manager, supervising the adult and
children’s librarians and services. I retired five years ago.
What brought you to California?
I’m a 6th generation Californian! My mother’s maternal ancestors were Spanish soldiers who came
to California from Mexico in the 1700s. My mother’s father was an Irish-American from Rochester,
New York who came here in 1928 for better job opportunities during the Depression. My father’s
family moved to California from a small farming town in Iowa in 1936, also for economic reasons.
What got you started in genealogy?
I first became interested in genealogy when I attended a workshop for librarians on the release of
the 1940 Census. When I saw my grandparents and my father and uncles listed in their old
Hollywood house in 1940, I was hooked! I used to listen to the 4 th Friday classes held in the south
wing of the library while I was setting up in the morning, and really wanted to sit down and join the
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class. When I decided to retire, Marilyn Kowlaski brought me a SOCCGS membership
application and joining was the first thing I did for my retirement life.
What is your best genealogy research tip?
I am constantly amazed at all the free continuing education available to genealogists. I have learned
so much from our Special Interest Groups and our monthly speakers. If you don’t already attend a
SIG, try one – they are comprised of friendly SOCCGS members who help each other with research
tips. And take advantage of the free webinars that Kathie Mauzey lists in the newsletter each month
- there are so many that we will never run out of ways to expand our knowledge.
Most interesting/infamous relative?
My most famous ancestor is my 2nd great-grandfather, Julian Chavez, who was an Alcalde
(Supervisor) for the County of Los Angeles in the 1850s and 1860s, and was the early owner of
Chavez Ravine, the present site of Dodger Stadium. He was born in New Mexico, descended from a
family who had been there since the 1600s. In the early 1800s he came to California and began
purchasing land. His second wife was my 2nd great-grandmother, Louisa Machado, whose father
was one of the original owners of the Rancho La Ballona Spanish land grant, which extended from
Culver City to Playa del Rey. My grandmother was very proud of her early California ancestors! My
two favorite genealogy finds for Julian Chavez were his official biography on the Los Angeles County
website and an old Sunset Magazine article, “Mr. Chavez and his Ravine,” which I found at the
California State Archives in Sacramento.
SIG Meetings on Zoom
Sue Naegeli – The Genealogy Research SIG met virtually on Nov 6.
We “chat about genealogy” and share our genealogy finds and suggestions
for our brick walls. Next meeting is December 4th at 10am.
Contact: genealogyresearchsig@soccgs.org
Christianne Rottenberg – Our Writing Family History Stories met on Nov. 11. A big shout
out to Jane Schrenzel who took over the SIG meeting on short notice for the moderator due to a
pet emergency. Harry Hansen is also owed a big thanks for starting the meeting in Christianne
R’s absence so Jane S could cohost. There were 8 attendees and stories were read about great
grandparents from Minnesota, Quebec ancestors, a grandmother who was a nurse, and newly
discovered Quaker ancestors. Donna R showed a book about writing family history that she is
using. Donna and Linda S also demonstrated how to use Relative Finder which is associated with
Family Search to find friends who are related to us. Donna set up a "SOCCGS Writing SIG" private
group on Relative Finder and we discovered new connections between members of our tiny
group! (Linda S and Jane S already knew they were 9th cousins, Linda is also related to Donna, and
she just discovered today that she and Bob Mc are related!) The group overwhelmingly voted to have
a December meeting, on Dec. 9th at 10am. Please email me at writingstories@sccgs.org if you
want to join this group. All are welcome
David Flint - England SIG – In the November 9th meeting we
discussed access to a series of genealogy webinars offered by The
National Archives; a review of the ISBGFH British Institute attended by
several members; a reference website DustyDocs.com; and a
presentation on Doggerland, a submerged remnant of prehistoric
Britain in the North Sea when it was still attached to the European
mainland before Britain became the island we know today. No Meeting in December.
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Gayle Meldau – Ireland Scotland SIG - At the Nov 20th meeting,
Cathy Barranger gave a presentation on the Irish records she found
for her ancestors. Penny Sander asked for suggestions on finding the
parents of Mary Stirling and the group discussed strategies. We also
used Relative Finder to see the relationships to others in the group and
also to famous people. No Meeting in December
David Flint - Legacy Users Group - in the Nov. 19th meeting we discussed
how to work with addresses in Legacy for your living and deceased ancestors,
including mailing address, those related to specific events and locations in the
lives of your ancestors, and repository addresses for research items and source
information. No meeting in December
Gary Schwarz - German SIG – 11 members attended the Nov 18th
meeting. Attendees discussed ways to preserve their research by having
password list locations for computer files which might be in their wills
or trusts. Store and move their files onto the most current media for
archives and to genealogic data archive type institutions that are likely
to last over time. We looked at www.germany.info and selected Discover
Germany on the navigation bar and off of that page Resources for You, Wunderbar Together, and
the Berlin Wall. We looked at www.relativefinder.org which is a product of Family Search which
uses peoples tree on family search that others in a registered group log into to give clues to
relationships to others in the group. We also looked at some Activities on the navigation bar on
Family Search Home page. Members of the SIG were asked to look for the Governing Families that
controlled the region in Germany when members’ families lived there. Next Meeting December
16th 10am. Contact Gary at germansig@soccgs.org
Jay Culliney - DNA SIG Advanced Group Zoom Meeting Held on Monday, Nov. 16th.
One topic we spent some discussion time on was: what is a “surname project” and how can it help
you in your family research. These are basically Y-DNA test related projects to aid in linking to other
families – generally along common surname lines. Barbara Taylor showed us how to search for
surname and other group projects that might also be useful at the FamilyTree DNA website. Some
of those available are: Surname, Geographical (Y-DNA & mtDNA), Dual Geographical, mtDNA
Lineage, & Haplogroup (Y-DNA & mtDNA) Projects. [Your DNA Dashboard Page > myProjects >
Join a Project to see project names and their descriptions.] Next Meeting December 21st
Contact Jay at dnasig@soccgs.org.

Jay Culliney - DNA SIG Zoom meeting held on Nov. 27th. Since this is
the season of discounts, we spent some time talking about the most current
offerings in both membership subscriptions (e.g., at Ancestry, FamilyTree
Webinars) and extra low pricing on DNA test kits. Jay mentioned an
extraordinarily low price on a full genome test he had encountered ($300 rather than $1000), but
in a quick search, Barbara Taylor found one for just $150! There was some discussion on whether
the “health test” add-ons to some of the DNA tests were worth the extra expense. Also, Promethease
offers detailed health information on uploaded DNA results for just $12. The latter portion of the
meeting was, once again, trying to find family connections – especially among society members using “Relative Finder” (part of FamilySearch). No meeting in December
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Google Changes – Use It or Lose It
by David Flint
Google has announced some important new changes to their storage and access policies. If you don’t
check in on your Google Drive files every now and then, they may delete them. Starting June 1, 2021
Google will implement the new policy requiring you to access your account to keep it active, or risk
losing your stored information.
If you don’t access your account for more than two years (24 months) Google may delete the content.
The new policy will apply to Gmail, Google Drive (including Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, Drawings,
Forms and Jamboard files) and Google Photos.
Since many of us use Google accounts for our genealogy files, this is important information you need
to know. For the full details on the new Google policy see this link:
https://mashable.com/article/google-delete-drive-contents-due-to-inactivity/
Genealogy Databases - Revisited
By: Harry Hansen
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, and the Mission Viejo Library has restricted hours, our
members have not been able to take advantage of our Genealogy Research Center at the library and
the access to our paid database services. We hope, in the future with the coming of vaccines, that
this situation will change and we will, once again, be able to reopen the Research Center.
In the meantime, I would like to remind you of the databases that are available to you, both free,
and through the use of a library card.
In the Society Newsletter (Saddleback Valley Trails), June 2020 edition (https://soccgs.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/06/SVT-2020-06.pdf) on page 12, the July 2020 edition
(https://soccgs.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/SOCCGS-Newsletter-2020-Jul.pdf) on page 8
and the May 2020 edition (https://soccgs.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/05/SVT2020-05.pdf) on page 8, information was provided as to how to access several databases through
the Carlsbad library. There are 7 databases available for access that should help with your research:
•

•

•

•

•

America's GenealogyBank
Search records from 1690 to present, including obituaries, marriage notices, birth
announcements, military and government documents, and more! Includes historical
newspapers, books and documents.
American Ancestors
Search more than 110 million names from the New England Historic Genealogical Society
(NEHGS). Available at all Carlsbad City Library locations and remotely to Carlsbad City
Library cardholders for a limited time.
Ancestry Library Edition
Easy to use with an enormous collection of international resources, Ancestry Library Edition
delivers the world’s most popular genealogy website to users. It is available at all Carlsbad
City Library locations and remotely to Carlsbad City Library cardholders for a limited time.
Archives Unbound
Topically-focused digital collections with primary sources documenting World and US
History.
Fold3
Documents on the Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWI, WWII, U.S. presidents, historical
newspapers and naturalization documents.
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•

•

Heritage Quest
Images of the U.S. Census from 1790 through 1940, more than 25,000 genealogies, local
histories, Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Applications and PERSI.
Newspapers.com
Newspapers.com is the online home of 100+ million pages of historical newspapers from
4,300+ newspapers from around the United States and beyond.

So, you should apply for a library card from the Carlsbad Library to take advantage of these
databases. (https://cbcl.sdp.sirsi.net/client/en_US/home/search/registration/$N?pc=SYMWS)
Remote access to the American Ancestors and Ancestry Library Edition databases are still available
but could go away at any time.
Another source for the Ancestry Library Edition is the Orange County Public Library system. In the
May 2020 newsletter (https://soccgs.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/05/SVT-202005.pdf) on page 6, Gayle Meldau provided information for applying for an eCard (electronic Library
Card) that will provide you with the ability to access the Ancestry Library Edition, as well as
HeritageQuest Online and Fold3.
Finally, there are many free databases available. On the Society website, we provide a list of our
favorite websites (https://soccgs.org/favorite-websites/). Scroll down to the section “Free Websites
available at our Genealogy Research Center”. These are the same websites that were available from
the computers in the Research Center.
Hope this helps with your continuing research.
Closed Captioning Available for Our Monthly Meetings/Webinars
By Harry Hansen
As we all know by now, it has been an interesting year. The changes we have made as a Society to
continue to provide education and meetings have mirrored the moves by the general public to the
online environment.
Since May, we have been providing our monthly meetings/webinars through Zoom. As a benefit to
our members, we have also included closed captioning of theses presentations for those that require
additional assistance.
When you join one of the monthly webinars through Zoom, closed captioning will be available, but
you may have to turn it on for your device. There is also an additional feature you might not be
aware of – view full transcript. See Page 16-20 for tutorial on viewing closed captioning.
WAGS 38th Annual Virtual Seminar
Saturday, January 30, 2021
Speakers:
Lisa Alzo – Make Those Skeletons Dance: Exploring Your Family’s Dark Side
Colleen Robledo Green – The Suspect Centenarian: Using a Common US
Source to Build Out an Immigrant Life Story
Thomas MacEntee – Did I Get Everything? Creating a Checklist for Genealogy
Research
$25 Same low price for all attendees

See Flyer Page 15

WAGS New Member Discount: Dec 1 to Feb 14 individual membership $12.50, family
memberships $20. These memberships will be good through May 31, 2020 and will renew at
regular full price. www.WAGSWhittier.org
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Christmas Memories
by David Flint
On Christmas morning I am usually up before anyone else in the house. My personal tradition is to
bake some scones in the oven so they are ready when everyone else is awake. We serve them near the
Christmas tree in the living room, with Devon clotted cream and some of Nancy’s homemade jam, before we
start opening our presents. I expect that many of you also have some simple family traditions you follow at
your house during Christmas time, and perhaps some of you will be willing to share them with us at our
December meeting.
For the past few years I have shared this custom in my December England SIG meeting by bringing
scones, cream and jam to serve for those attending the meeting. Unfortunately, we are not meeting this
December. Nancy had knee replacement surgery the day before Thanksgiving, and I’m taking December off
to look after her during recovery at home.
Most of you know that I was born in England and lived there until the age of ten, when my family
moved to Canada in 1954, and later to the United States. Even though I have been away from England for
over 60 years, this time of year is filled with many happy memories of Christmas as a boy in England. It was
always our favorite time of year in our family, and my parents did what they could to make Christmas a special
time at our house, wherever we were.
I remember when my brother and I went to bed on Christmas eve, we pinned one
of our knee socks on the end of the bed so that Father Christmas (as we called Santa
Claus in England) could leave us a few treats for the next morning. When we woke up,
the long knee sock would be stretched all the way to the floor, usually with a piece of
fruit, some candy (we called them sweets) and perhaps a couple of small coins. The
orange was usually the biggest thing in the sock and weighted it down so it touched the
floor.
Christmas was always a happy time for me as a boy. Both of my parents were
from poor families, and I think they did everything they could to make Christmas as
festive and plentiful as they could afford for their children, so that we had a better
Christmas than perhaps they did as children themselves. It was a spirit that I carried over in my own family,
and we were lucky to enjoy spending Christmas with my parents for so many years while we could. They are
no longer alive, but we remember them so vividly at this time and speak of them as though they were still
with us. I think it’s wonderful to have so many happy Christmas memories.
My English heritage still plays a big part in how we celebrate Christmas at my house. It begins with
the scones, jam and Devon clotted cream in the morning, Christmas crackers at the dinner table later in the
day, often followed by Christmas pudding that we light with burning brandy as it is brought to the table, and
then smothered in Bird’s custard when served. After all these years, it still seems that it would not be
Christmas without those little things that make it our special way of doing Christmas at our house. What are
those memories of similar things you have from your childhood, or family traditions you have at your house?
During a quiet part of Christmas day I make some telephone calls to my family in England who are
still in touch. I try to make those calls before noon to allow for the time difference, as it is evening in England
by the time I call from California early in the day here. It is always a special part of my Christmas Day because
it puts me back in touch with family as they tell me how they spent their Christmas, and reaffirms my
connection to my English heritage in a very personal way. It is sometimes bittersweet, as the number of
remaining family members has grown smaller over time. It’s always good to hear their voices, but I’m
reminded of how my Christmas card list for those in England is gradually getting shorter.
My Aunt Joan is the oldest living family member on my Dad’s side. She is now 92 years old, and lives
alone in Wokingham, Berkshire. Her sister and nieces live nearby and look in on her regularly. I always feel
good after talking to her. She is still very alert and always fun to chat with. She loves to reminisce about the
old days with family, and I treasure that time as I occasionally get a new story I had not heard before. I also
feel that she appreciates the call, and I’m reminded how a small gesture like a phone call can bring happiness
to another, as well as to myself.
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When we lived in London I attended the Earlsfield Junior Boys School. Some of you in my England
SIG may remember the story when my friend Adrian and I got in trouble selling paper water balloons in the
playground. My Christmas memories at school include making those long chains from strips of colored paper
we glued together and put up all around the school building. Funny how that school building seemed so
gigantic when I was only ten years old. I visited my old school many years later during a trip to England. It is
still a school there, but not nearly so large as I remembered it as a young boy. Perhaps now that I am much
taller and could see that old three-story building in a different perspective made the difference.
When my family lived on Garrett Lane in Wandsworth, London, there was a bunch of boys (and only
one girl) in the small group of post-war prefabricated houses where we lived (see photo). They were (from
left to right in the photo) Kenny Murphy, Billy Dyson, his little brother Peter (standing in front
of me), Bobby Cave, and my brother, Roy. The only girl (not pictured) was Bobby Cave’s sister,
Maureen. I keep that photo on my desk as a daily reminder of where I came from. I often wonder what ever
happened to that old gang of kids my brother and I played with every day until we left for Canada. I never
saw any of them again, and the houses where we all lived no longer exist. They were replaced by a public
housing block that is there today. I visited the old neighborhood with my cousin Eric on a trip to England in
2010. I wonder how they will all spend their Christmas this year, and if they have the same happy Christmas
memories I have. How about you and your Christmas memories?
Another regular tradition was the Christmas pudding. Every year my mother
made several puddings for all the family members and kept them preserved until
Christmas time with lots of rum and brandy in them. She made the puddings from
a recipe that belonged to her mother, who got it from her grandmother. That makes
Mum’s Christmas pudding recipe well over 100 years old. The puddings were a lot
of work, and my brother and I took turns helping to stir the mix by hand. Many
years later my brother’s oldest daughter Jennifer kept the pudding tradition going
after our mother died. She made Christmas puddings each year for our family using
Mum’s recipe and sent them to us. If I get one again this year it will be a welcome treat, and a happy
remembrance of my mother’s Christmas pudding from times past. (My mother’s Christmas pudding recipe
is included in this issue of the newsletter, See Page 14)
One of the local customs when I lived in Dorchester, New Brunswick in Canada was to visit a nearby
forest before the winter snows arrived to select a Christmas tree. My Dad would take me and my brother
there to mark a nice tree that we would return in December to cut down and take home to decorate as our
Christmas tree. It was important to mark a tree we could find in the winter snow, and close enough to the
main trail to get it out. One of my fun memories as a boy in Canada was going back to the forest in December,
with my Dad and brother, to get our tree. The trick was to get it out in knee-deep snow, and then drag it all
the way home by hand!
My son Geoffrey looks forward to many of the same Christmas traditions he
grew up with that I passed along from my own childhood. He now buys a Christmas
pudding to serve at dinner if one doesn’t arrive that year from my niece. I always
have the Bird’s custard powder in stock so we can do it up right! Geoffrey also likes
to show any guests we might have for dinner how to pull the Christmas crackers
open so they snap if they are not familiar with the custom. I like that he has taken
on our family’s Christmas traditions as his own, and that he looks forward to some
of the same Christmas traditions that I do.
When we had our SOCCGS December holiday luncheon (during the good old days when we could still
meet together) I would make some mincemeat tarts each year and bring them to the meeting for dessert.
Some of you may not know what those are, but I know that some of you do, and you make sure you get one
before they are gone! I also bring my scrapbook of Christmas card covers I have saved over the years. That
collection consists of the ones that evoke the traditional sentiments of the Christmas season that most of us
like to recall. This year we will miss our holiday lunch together and will instead meet in our new Zoom format
until it’s safe to meet together again in person.
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I wish you all a Merry Christmas, and hope you will enjoy a happy time at Christmas. Thank you for
letting me share some of my Christmas memories, and I hope you too have happy memories of this time of
year. I will close with this verse from one of my favorite old Christmas cards that says it all for me:
Never a Christmas morning,
Never the old year ends –
But someone thinks of someone,
Old days, old times, old friends.

November Free Webinars

Legacy
Dec 1 – 5pm – Once Upon a Time: It’s all about the story – Carol Baxter
Dec 2 – 11am – Four Ways DNA Painter can help with your family history – Jonny Perl
Dec 4 – 11am – Your DNA questions answered live with Diahan – Diahan Southard
Dec 8 – 11am – Find a Boatload of Passenger Lists on My Heritage – Sharon Monson
Dec 9 – 5pm – The Most Prominent Citizens: Using County Histories – Cari Taplin
Dec 15 – 5pm – From the 18th to the 21st: The records of Prohibition – Judy G. Russell
Dec 16 – 11am – Ten Best Sources for Determining Your Immigrant Ancestor’s Town of Origin –
Lisa Alzo
Dec 22 – 11am – The New Ethnicity Estimates – MyHeritage Webinars
Dec 30 – 11am – Ten Databases You Need to Know About – Sharon Combs-Bennett
Register at www.familytreewebinars.com If you miss the live Legacy webinar, recordings are in the
archives and free to watch for the first 7 days after the broadcast.
Also check the Legacy catalog for FREE webinars to be viewed any time.
Southern California Genealogical Society:
Dec 5 – 10am – Faith of Our Fathers: United States Church Records, Part 2 – Peggy Lauritzen
Dec 16 – 6pm – Bounty Land: It’s Comlicated – Annette Burke Lyttle
Register at www.scgsgenealogy.com
New England Historic Genealogical Society
Dec 1 – 1pm – Jewish and African American Cemeteries as Borders Uncrossed – Dr. Kami Fletcher
and Dr. Allan Amanik, A Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center Event
Dec 3 – 3pm – Author Event – David S. Reynolds – Abe: Abraham Lincoln in His Times
Dec 7 – 3pm – Author Event – Nicholas Basbanes – Cross of Snow: The Life of Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow
Dec 10 – 1pm – Webinar – Finding the Living: Doing Descendancy Research – Hallie Borstel
Dec 11 – 10am – Webinar – Winter and Christmas at Castle Howard – Dr. Christopher Ridgeway
Dec 16 – 3pm – Author Event – Christina Schwarz – Bonnie – moderator Sandra Tsing Loh
Dec 17 – 1pm – Webinar – Tips for Interviewing Relatives – Stephanie Call
Register at americanancestors.org/education/online-classes
Genealogy Tip of the day http://genealogytipoftheday.com posted 18 Nov 2020
H is for... HathiTrust-don't neglect http://www.hathitrust.org/ to see if your relative,
estate inventory item, ancestral associate, etc. is mentioned in an out-of-copyright
book.
Page 11

Future Genealogy Events
In Person Genealogy Events for Orange County have been cancelled for December due to the
COVID-19 virus. Many events are now taking place online. See the Calendar at SOCCGS.org
for a list of Special Interest Group meetings and contact information. Also, under Events see
conference keper.org for list of genealogy events online.
December – Los Angeles FamilySearch Library/Online Class Registration & Schedule
Monthly Calendar Class Schedule and Registration
December – OCCGS –No December Meeting. occgs.com
December/January – British Institute - The link to register for any of these FREE webinars:
https://mailchi.mp/9c6930bed04a/2020-21-winter-webinar-series-confirmed-3152550?e=7210dcb5ec.
DEC 5 PREPARING FOR A TRIP TO THE ARCHIVES
DEC 12 YOUR BRITISH MILITARY ANCESTOR IN PHOTOGRAPHS
JAN 9 WRITING FAMILY HISTORIES
JAN 16 IRISH CHILDHOOD
JAN 30 ALL KINDS OF LOYALISTS
December - San Diego Gen Society – No December Meeting
casdgs.org
December - SHAAR - No December Meeting

Shhar.org/events

December - GSNOCC – No December Meeting For information: gsnocc.org
Dec 9, 2020 – 1-2pm – NSDCGS – 2020 Holiday Party

nsdcgs.org

Dec 19, 2020 – 12:30 – WAGS Holiday Party on Zoom. Wagswhittier.org
Dec 20, 2020 – 10am – Lara Diamond - Finding Family in the Old Country: Getting creative
when records are scarce You must register in advance for meeting: ocjgs.org
Jan 2, 2021 – OCCGS Virtual Meeting – Kathleen Fernandes – 10:10 Endogamy & 11:20 I
Tested My DNA – Now What occgs.com
Jan 9, 2021 – 10-12:15 - San Diego Gen Soc – Your DNA Guide -Diahan Southard
casdgs.org
Jan 30, 2021 – WAGS Annual Seminar (flyer page 15) www.WAGSWhitier.org
Feb 25-27, 2021 – RootsTech will be all virtual and free, registration form at:
https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng
Mar 6, 2021 – 8am – 3:30 pm - OCCGS Bash with Michael L. Strauss, AG

occgs.com

Mar 27, 2021 – Hemet-San Jacinto Gen Soc rescheduled Seminar with Diahan Southard –
“Your DNA Guide” https://hsjgs.org/
2020 Programs
December 19 – Lisa Louise Cooke
2021 Programs
January 16 – Mary Ann Vincent – Spanish Flu
Epidemic
February 20 – Hal Bookbinder – Topic TBD
March 20 – Gena Philibert-Ortega – Topic TBD
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2019-2020 SOCCGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President – VACANT
president@soccgs.org
Vice President/Program Chairman – Marilyn Sato vicepresident@soccgs.org
Recording Secretary – Metty Thomason recordingsecretary@soccgs.org
Corresponding Secretary – Roxanne Burg correspondingsecretary@soccgs.org
Treasurer – Bill Bluett treasurer@soccgs.org
COMMITTEES
Historian – Sarita Simmons
historian@soccgs.org
Hospitality - Barbara Heebner
hospitality@soccgs.org
Librarian – Bunny Smith
librarian@soccgs.org
Membership – Lynn Souers
membership@soccgs.org
Newsletter Editor – Kathie Mauzey
newsletter@soccgs.org
Parliamentarian – David Flint
parliamentarian@soccgs.org
Webmaster - Harry Hansen
webmaster@soccgs.org
Publicity – Gayle Meldau
publicity@soccgs.org
Safari Chairman – Bill Bluett
safari@soccgs.org
Seminar Chairman – Sarita Simmons
seminar@soccgs.org
Ways & Means – Donna Rathman
waysandmeans@soccgs.org
Extra Classes Coordinator – Melissa Cottrell extraclasses@soccgs.org
SOCCGS Website: www.soccgs.org
SOCCGS Research Center, located at the
Mission Viejo Library, Marguerite Parkway at La Paz, (949) 470-8498

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Membership/Renewal Application
( ) New

( ) Individual, $25.00 /1 year

( ) NEW Address or E-mail

( ) Renewal

( ) Joint Membership at same address, $30.00 / 1 year
Date__________________

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________________ Phone ______________
E-mail Address _________________________________________
Make Check payable to: SOCCGS
Mail check with application to: SOCCGS, P.O. Box 4513, Mission Viejo, CA 92690-4513
I do not wish to share my personal information with other members.
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Closed Captioning Available for Our Monthly Meetings/Webinars
By: Harry Hansen
As we all know by now, it has been an interesting year. The changes we have made as a Society to
continue to provide education and meetings have mirrored the moves by the general public to the
online environment.
Since May, we have been providing our monthly meetings/webinars through Zoom. As a benefit to our
members, we have also included closed captioning of theses presentations for those that require
additional assistance.
When you join one of the monthly webinars through Zoom, closed captioning will be available, but you
may have to turn it on for your device (more information below). There is also an additional feature
you might not be aware of – view full transcript. So, let’s take a short tour of this Zoom function.
Depending on your platform (computer using a web browser, iPad/tablet, mobile phone), the closed
captioning button will be located in a different place (which, unfortunately, is the way of the software
world).
From the Zoom User Information:

Viewing closed captioning
If closed captioning is available during a meeting or webinar, you can view closed captions as a participant.

Desktop client
1. Sign in to the Zoom desktop client.
2. Join a meeting or webinar.
3. When closed captioning begins, you will see a notification above Closed Caption in the meeting controls.

4. Click Closed Caption to start viewing closed captioning.
Tip: Click and drag the closed captioning to move its position in the meeting window.
(Optional) To adjust the caption size:
1. Click the upward arrow next to Start Video / Stop Video.
2. Click Video Settings then Accessibility.
3. Move the slider to adjust the caption size.
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Mobile app
1. Sign in to the Zoom mobile app.
2. Tap the Settings icon.

3. Tap Meeting.
4. Toggle Closed Captioning to on.
When you are in a meeting where closed captioning is available, they will automatically appear on the
bottom of the screen.

Viewing Full Transcript
Have you had the problem of the Closed Captioning going by too quickly. There is a feature that allows
you to view the full transcript live. This will provide you with extra time to read the information. To enable
this feature on the Desktop Client:
Click the up arrow next to the Closed Caption button (cc) and select View Full Transcript.
To view the Full Transcript on the Mobile Client:
Select More (can also show ad 3 dots …)
More: Tap for these options.
•
•

Disconnect Audio: Disconnect your device's audio from the webinar. Click Join Audio to reconnect your
audio.
View Full Transcript: View a live transcript of the webinar audio.

Adjust closed captioning settings
It is possible that Closed Captioning may not be turned on in your Desktop Client or Mobile Client. To make Closed
Captioning available, you need to change a setting.
To access settings in the Zoom desktop client:
1. Sign in to Zoom desktop client.
2. Click your profile picture, then click Settings.
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This will open the settings window, giving you access to the following options:

For the Mac Desktop Client:
Accessibility
You can change the font size for closed captioning and chat.
•
•
•
•

Closed Captioning: Click and drag slider to make closed captions smaller or larger.
Always show meeting controls: Make the meeting controls visible at all times. If disabled, meeting controls
will hide if your mouse pointer is inactive for a few seconds.
Chat Display Size: Adjust the font size for in-meeting and IM chats.
Screen Reader Alerts: Enable or disable screen reader alerts.

For the Windows Desktop Client:
Accessibility
You can change the font size for closed captioning and chat.
•
•
•

Closed Captioning Font Size: Click and drag slider to make closed captions smaller or larger.
Chat Display Size: Adjust the font size for in-meeting and IM chats.
Screen Reader Alerts: Enable or disable screen reader alerts.

For the Android Mobile Client:
To access settings, click the Settings (gear) icon.

This will open the Settings menu.
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Meeting
•

Closed Captioning: Zoom will display closed captions when available.

For the iOS Mobile Client:
To access settings, click the Settings (gear) icon.

This will open the Settings menu.
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Meeting
•

Closed Captioning: Display closed captions when available.

If you have any questions about the closed captioning capability, or problems with the settings, please send
me an email at webmaster@soccgs.org.
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